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The concept of a guaranteed income is gaining traction as a solution to the impact of AI and way to encourage more rewarding and socially valuable work
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Automatisch gegenereerde beschrijving]The idea of giving everyone a guaranteed income, known as Universal Basic Income (UBI), is gaining attention as a way to address the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on jobs and to encourage people to pursue more fulfilling and socially valuable work.
When 27-year-old artist Elinor O'Donovan was randomly selected for a basic income pilot scheme in Ireland, she was thrilled. She receives just over €1,400 (£1,200) a month from the Irish government until September 2025. This income allows her to focus on her art without worrying about living expenses. "It was like winning the lottery," she says. "It covers my rent, food, and day-to-day stuff."
The concept of a guaranteed income isn't new. In 1795, American founding father Thomas Paine suggested that every adult should receive a "ground rent" because the privatization of land had dispossessed people of their shared property. Today, as AI uses human knowledge to potentially replace jobs, UBI is being considered as a solution.
Some worry that AI will take over many jobs. Elon Musk, founder of Tesla, has said that AI might eventually do all jobs, leaving people unemployed unless they choose to work for personal satisfaction. While some argue that AI will create new jobs, studies predict that many tasks currently done by humans could be affected soon. In the UK, a study suggested that 59% of tasks could be impacted by AI in the next few years, potentially leading to job losses.
Dr. Neil Howard, a researcher at the University of Bath, supports UBI as a vital safety net. He believes that since AI models learn from collective human knowledge, everyone deserves a share of the benefits. He argues that UBI wouldn't necessarily make people work less but would enable them to do better or more socially useful work.
Research supports this idea. A 2020 study from Utrecht University found that unemployed people who received a basic income were more likely to find long-term, well-paid jobs and increased their participation in the job market. Instead of taking any job to meet benefit conditions, they could seek work that suited them better.
UBI could also encourage people to engage in creative and charitable work. Cleo Goodman, a UBI expert at the think tank Autonomy, believes that with financial security, people would pursue work that gives their lives meaning and purpose. She argues that society undervalues essential work like care work and parenting, and UBI could help recognize and support these roles.
Additionally, jobs that are essential but less attractive might see wages increase if UBI were implemented. People doing important jobs like cleaning streets or working in sewers should be compensated fairly, Goodman says. With UBI, they might receive better pay, acknowledging the value of their work.
While there is no basic income scheme currently in England, Autonomy plans to run a small pilot program. Goodman is fundraising to give £1,600 a month to 15 people in two areas for two years to study the impact.
In Wales, a government scheme is providing £1,600 a month to 600 young care leavers for 18 months. Early reports suggest participants feel more in control of their futures and experience a greater sense of choice.
In the United States, over 100 UBI pilots are underway. For example, in Georgia, a program called In Her Hands gives Black women $850 a month. Participants like Cheeoni Hampton have been able to return to education and improve their lives. Hampton used the money to take a course and become a security guard while paying off debts. "A weight was lifted off my shoulders," she says.
Some cities, like Cambridge, Massachusetts, are providing guaranteed incomes to low-income families. Former mayor Sumbul Siddiqui says it's important to provide financial stability and dignity to vulnerable community members. An earlier pilot in the city led to improvements in financial health, higher employment rates, and better educational outcomes for children.
In Ireland, Elinor O'Donovan has been able to make her first film and pay other artists to work with her, thanks to the basic income she receives.‘I made my first film last year, which was really huge for me, and I was able to pay other artists to work with me’: Elinor O’Donovan. Photograph: Denis Wahey/The Observer


Despite interest from places like Scotland and some English cities, obstacles remain in implementing UBI pilots in the UK, partly due to tax issues that make such programs more expensive. Economist Professor Mike Danson believes that AI may push governments to adopt UBI, especially if significant job losses occur. Businesses need people to have money to spend on goods and services, so providing a basic income could be necessary for the economy.
Many experts, including AI pioneer Professor Geoffrey Hinton, advocate for UBI as AI advances. Hinton fears AI will destroy jobs and widen the gap between rich and poor.
Darrell West, author of The Future of Work: AI, Robots and Automation, says new policies are needed as we transition to an AI-driven economy, similar to the changes during the shift from farming to industry in the past. He suggests that a basic income could help people adjust to the potential loss of jobs due to AI. "There's a risk that AI is going to take a lot of jobs," he says. "A basic income could help navigate that situation."
Nell Watson, a futurist focused on AI ethics, believes we may see "AI companies" where few or no humans are employed. These companies could be so efficient that they outcompete human-run businesses, leaving only a few traditional companies that people appreciate for their methods. She speculates that only jobs requiring human interaction, like care workers, or complex physical tasks, like plumbers and hairdressers, will remain for humans.
Watson thinks AI companies might end up providing basic income to people since they won't have salaries to pay and could distribute profits to those in need. "It's fully compatible with capitalism," she says. "It's just that the AI is doing it."
Despite differing views on how AI will impact jobs, many agree that UBI could provide people with dignity and financial security. Dr. Neil Howard emphasizes that we should advocate for basic income based on shared moral values because economic insecurity is harmful and rooted in historical injustices. He believes there's a strong case for redistributive basic income now, regardless of whether machines are taking over jobs. "Economic insecurity is grim," he says. "There's a very strong case for redistributive basic income right now, irrespective of whether or not the machines are coming."


Bovenkant formulier
Ghost in the machine: visitors look at the Tesla’s humanoid robot Optimus on display during the 2024 World Artificial Intelligence Conference at the Shanghai Expo Center on 4 July. Photograph: Andy Wong/AP
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Could a £2-a-Day Basic Income Help Protect Rainforests?
A new pilot project in central Peru is exploring whether giving a small, unconditional income to Indigenous people can help protect the Amazon rainforest. Initially met with skepticism, the project is a collaboration between Cool Earth, a climate action charity, and two Indigenous-led organizations: the National Organisation of Andean and Amazonian Indigenous Women of Peru (Onamiap) and the Organisation for Indigenous Women of the Central Selva of Peru (Omiaasec).
The Pilot Project
· Participants: 188 people from three Asháninka and Yánesha communities in the Avireri-Vraem reserve.
· Income Provided: Each person receives £2 a day, amounting to about £55 a month, with no conditions attached.
· Duration: The pilot began in November 2022 and will last for two years, with plans to continue support afterward.
· Funding: Approximately £245,000 will be distributed over the course of the pilot.
Goals and Rationale
· Poverty and Deforestation: Poverty drives many in these communities to engage in activities that harm the forest, such as illegal logging, mining, and drug cultivation.
· Providing Choices: By offering financial support, the project aims to give people the option to pursue sustainable livelihoods instead of damaging the environment.
· Empowering Communities: Funds are given directly to individuals, allowing them autonomy over how they spend the money.
Early Results
· Improved Well-Being: Before the pilot, nine out of ten participants struggled with food scarcity. Early monitoring shows this has improved.
· Positive Spending Habits: Most recipients use the money for basic needs like food, healthcare, and education. Some invest in seeds and reforestation efforts.
· Economic Stability: Families report less financial stress and more time to work on their own land and spend with their children.
· Case Example: Anahis, a 20-year-old Asháninka woman, is using the funds to study computer science and cultivate coffee.
Environmental Impact
· Forest Conservation: The communities' territory covers 738 hectares, with 513 hectares of forest. The project aims to reduce deforestation by lessening the need for harmful economic activities.
· Monitoring: Tree numbers and deforestation rates will be evaluated after one and two years to assess the environmental impact.
Challenges and Considerations
· Skepticism and Trust: Initial distrust from the communities highlights the importance of respecting their autonomy and involving them in decision-making.
· Mixed Evidence: Some experts caution that cash transfers can sometimes lead to increased deforestation if used to expand agriculture.
· Scaling Up: Expanding the program would require significant funding and collaboration with governments and larger organizations.
Future Aspirations
· Global Expansion: Cool Earth hopes this model can be replicated in other rainforest regions like Papua New Guinea and the Congo Basin.
· Creating a Global Fund: There's a desire to establish a worldwide fund for basic income to support Indigenous communities directly.
· Empowering Guardians of the Rainforest: By providing financial agency, Indigenous peoples can better protect their lands and combat climate change.
Conclusion
This innovative approach aims to address both poverty and environmental degradation by empowering Indigenous communities with financial support. By trusting individuals to make choices that benefit themselves and the rainforest, the project seeks to create a sustainable model for conservation and improved livelihoods.
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Is Universal Basic Income the Solution to Poverty and Inequality in the UK?
The United Kingdom has been facing rising levels of poverty and inequality, especially after over a decade of austerity measures. Cuts to welfare benefits, reduced funding for public services, and the rise of unstable, low-paid jobs have left many struggling. The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted these issues, disproportionately affecting working-class and minority communities who often live in overcrowded housing and work in frontline jobs with higher exposure to the virus.
What is Universal Basic Income (UBI)?
Universal Basic Income (UBI) is a system where every person receives a regular, fixed amount of money from the government, regardless of their income or employment status, and without any conditions attached. The idea is that this income would cover basic living expenses, ensuring that no one falls below the poverty line. UBI aims to simplify the welfare system by eliminating means testing and conditional requirements.
Support and Trials of UBI
UBI is not a new concept; it was proposed in the 18th century by Thomas Paine and has supporters across the political spectrum today. Economists like Milton Friedman and Friedrich Hayek have shown interest in the idea. During the COVID-19 pandemic, over 170 UK MPs and Lords from various parties called for the government to implement UBI as part of the economic response.
Several countries have conducted UBI trials:
· Finland: Participants reported being happier and healthier, but there was little impact on employment rates.
· Brazil and Kenya: UBI schemes helped reduce poverty levels.
· Uganda and Canada: Trials showed some positive effects on alleviating poverty.
Why Consider UBI?
Supporters of UBI cite two main reasons:
1. Failure of the Current Welfare System: The UK's welfare system is complex, costly, and often fails to protect people from poverty. Strict rules and stigmas associated with claiming benefits deter many from accessing support.
2. Automation and Job Loss: As automation increases, many jobs may disappear. UBI could provide a safety net for those affected, allowing people to pursue education, care work, or other meaningful activities.
Challenges and Criticisms of UBI
Despite its potential benefits, UBI faces several challenges:
· Cost: Providing a sufficient income to everyone could be very expensive. Critics argue that taxes would need to rise significantly to fund it.
· Effect on Housing Costs: Without controls, landlords might raise rents if people have more income, negating the benefits of UBI.
· Political Will: There is reluctance among politicians to support a UBI at a level that would truly eliminate poverty.
· Potential Misuse: Some worry that UBI might be used to justify cutting other essential services like free healthcare or education.
Public Attitudes Toward Welfare
For decades, welfare recipients in the UK have faced stigma and negative portrayals in the media and politics. Terms like "scroungers" and "something-for-nothing" culture have shaped public perception, making it challenging to gain widespread support for welfare reforms like UBI.
Is UBI the Answer?
While UBI could simplify the welfare system and provide a basic safety net, the article argues that it is not a complete solution to the UK's deep-rooted issues of poverty and inequality. Addressing these problems requires broader changes, such as:
· Affordable Housing: Building more social housing and regulating rents to ensure everyone has a secure and affordable place to live.
· Secure Employment: Promoting stable, well-paid jobs and strengthening workers' rights to reduce reliance on low-paid, insecure work.
· Renationalizing Services: Bringing essential services like transport and utilities back under public control to make them more accessible and affordable.
Conclusion
The UK's problems with poverty and inequality are complex and require comprehensive solutions. While Universal Basic Income might offer some relief, it is not a standalone answer. Fundamental changes in housing, employment, and public services are needed to create a fair and just society where everyone can meet their basic needs without hardship. The article suggests that only significant systemic change, possibly through a socialist government, can address these challenges effectively.
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Two Ways to Think About Universal Basic Income: Big Change or Quick Solution
Universal Basic Income (UBI) is the idea of giving every person a regular amount of money without any conditions. This money is meant to cover basic needs like food, housing, and healthcare. People around the world are interested in UBI, but they have different ideas about what it should do and how to make it work.
Two Ideas About UBI
1. Big Change:
· Goal: To change society in a big way by sharing money more equally and making the economy fairer.
· How It Works:
· Gives people enough money so they don't need a regular job if they don't want one.
· Keeps free public services like schools and hospitals.
· Questions the idea that you must work to earn money, giving people more freedom to choose how to spend their time.
· Helps workers by making them less dependent on employers, which might improve working conditions and pay.
· Supporters: People who want UBI to fix deep problems like unfairness and to rethink how our economy works.
2. Quick Solution:
· Goal: To reduce poverty quickly without changing the current economic system.
· How It Works:
· Gives money directly to people to help with poverty in a simple way.
· Seen as a solution to job losses because of machines and new technology.
· Doesn't require big changes to how the economy works now.
· Supporters: Some government officials, economists, and technology leaders who see UBI as a practical tool to help with economic problems without overhauling the system.
Possible Problems
· Ignoring Differences in Power:
· If UBI is started without thinking about issues like unfairness and racism, it might not help those who need it most.
· There's a risk that UBI could be just a quick fix that doesn't solve deeper social and economic problems.
· Keeping Things the Same:
· Without careful planning, UBI could accidentally support current power structures, helping people who are already in better positions.
Examples Showing These Problems
1. UBI Proposals for Indigenous Australians:
· Background: Indigenous communities in Australia have faced unfair treatment because of colonialism (when other countries took over their land).
· Concerns:
· If UBI is given without involving Indigenous people in decisions, it might continue old patterns of controlling them.
· There's a danger that UBI could be used to control rather than truly help these communities.
2. Silicon Valley's Support for UBI:
· Background: Some wealthy technology leaders support UBI because machines might replace many jobs.
· Concerns:
· They might support UBI to keep people buying products in the future when there are fewer jobs.
· They might promote a small UBI that doesn't really fix unfairness or might use it as an excuse to cut other social services.
· This could ignore important discussions about how money is shared and the role of big companies in society.
Why Careful Thinking Is Important
· Avoiding Simple Fixes:
· UBI should not be seen as a simple solution to complex social problems.
· It's important to consider local situations, histories, and the specific needs of different communities.
· Dealing with Deep Problems:
· For UBI to make real change, it must be part of bigger efforts to solve issues like economic unfairness and racism.
· This means involving disadvantaged groups in planning and decision-making.
Conclusion
Universal Basic Income could bring positive changes, but only if we think carefully about how we put it into action. It's important to:
· Understand Power Relationships: Recognize how things like social class, race, and history can affect how UBI works.
· Help Disadvantaged Communities: Design UBI programs that truly help people who need it most and reduce unfairness.
· Include Different Voices: Make sure a variety of people are involved in discussions about UBI to meet the needs of everyone.
By carefully considering how UBI is proposed and used, we can work towards a version of basic income that helps create a fairer society, rather than being just a quick fix that doesn't solve deeper problems.
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Automatisch gegenereerde beschrijving]One of the most prominent debates of these times is concerned with the question regarding solutions for growing economic inequality and deteriorating social policy. Universal basic income is proposed as a radical solution for the extermination of poverty and the inspiration of economic fairness and freedom. Ingrid Robeyns, professor of Ethics of Institutions, presents the Ethical Annotation Universal Basic Income: Why should we (not) want this? Robeyns aims to equip the reader with tools to form sound judgement regarding universal basic income
“Universal basic income is a monthly income for each citizen provided by the state. Universal basic income is unconditional, implying that one is not required to work, or even be prepared to work, nor has to meet specific characteristics, such as a handicap or living in poverty, in order to obtain it.”
Robeyns argues neither for or against universal basic income, but she does aim for a debate based on grounded arguments. “It is wise to ask for the extent of the basic income, the ways it will be financed and what other services will be eliminated in order to pay for universal basic income.” According to the philosopher, it is also important to ask the question why we would want universal basic income. What are we aiming to achieve with universal basic income? The goals of universal basic income have implications for the question on how to finance it.
[image: Prof. dr. Ingrid Robeyns]Professor Ingrid Robeyns
Alternatives
Who wonders whether universal basic income is a good idea, has to investigate alternative investments of the very same tax money, in addition to the preference of basic income over basic employment or the strengthening of the public sector. “For those aiming to make society better, more provident, or less rushed, universal basic income often seems like a sympathetic idea. But let’s take our duties as citizens in the public debate seriously and delve into the details and alternatives before being dragged along by rhetorical forces pleading for or against universal basic income,” says Robeyns.
According to the most probable expectation, the introduction of universal basic income will lead to a decrease in working hours for women.
Labour Market
One of the largest objections against universal basic income is the idea that it would eradicate labour stimulus. Acedemic literature, however, points towards little evidence that the labour market will change substantially. The expectation exists, though, that the number of working hours for women will decrease. “Based on what we know about differences in labour supply of men and women, as well as gender effects of other policy measures allowing citizens to acquire income without performing paid labour, the most probable expectation is that the introduction of universal basic income will lead to a decrease in working hours for women,” says Robeyns.
[image: © iStockphoto.com]Robeyns argues that we should question whether it is undesirable that a universal basic income can lead to a partial retreat of women from the labour market, and as an alternative increasingly focus on caregiving tasks, such as aiding children, parents, the handicapped or the sick. “One’s opinion may differ from another, but while establishing a careful evaluation, it is of importance not to ignore this effect.”
 Fact and fiction regarding universal basic income in the Netherlands
Ingrid Robeyns and the University of Antwerp have published a report on universal basic income, with financial aid from the Gak Institute. The rapport Feit en fictie omtrent het basisinkomen in Nederland (Fact and fiction regarding universal basic income in the Netherlands), by hand of the Centre for Social Policy of Antwerp University, has made an informed speculation regarding the possible consequences of a universal basic income in the Netherlands. The researchers from Antwerp conclude that universal basic income for the Netherlands would not be a good idea.
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· Use the authors' names directly in the sentence, connecting them with "and."
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