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 READ THE TEXT AND CLARIFY
1.
You are going to read a text with the title Finest Songwriter, but Nobel Prize Winner? Discuss in a small group:

(a) What do you think the text is about? Look at the title, the headings and the picture.
(b) What have you already heard, read or seen about this subject?
2.
Read the explanation. 
	When you read a text in English, it is common that you come across words you don’t know. Most of the time, it is impossible to look up all those words in a dictionary, because that will take too much time. Therefore, it is a good idea to try to clarify the meaning of the word first, by using the text and your background knowledge. And of course, by looking at the word itself. Does it look like a word in your own language? Are you familiar with certain parts of the word?
However, sometimes the text doesn’t give you enough clues to clarify the meaning of a word. When the word is really important to understand the text, you can use a dictionary.


3. Read the text together with other classmates. While reading, underline or mark all the words you don’t know. You are going to look up a number of these words after reading the text.
4. (a)
Now look at the following table. It contains a number of words from the text you


might not know. You may have underlined or marked a number of them!
· Do you already know the word? Write 1 in the second column.
· Do you think you can find the meaning from the word form? Write 2.
· Do you think the context can help you find the meaning? Write 3.
· Will you be needing a dictionary? Write 4.

(b)
In the third column, you give your definition of the word, on the basis of your own and your classmates knowledge, the word form and/or the context. Or, if none of these methods work, you give a proper dictionary definition.
	word
	1 to 4
	meaning

	the recipient (line 2)


	
	

	to rage (line 6)

	
	

	the decade (line 13)


	
	

	profound (line 20)


	
	

	to influence (line 20)


	
	

	to be awarded
(line 22, 59-60)
	
	

	oral (line 24)


	
	

	ancient (line 24)


	
	

	likewise (line 27)


	
	

	to be in agreement (line 43-44)
	
	

	worthy (line 46)


	
	

	instead of (line 64-65)


	
	

	the honour (line 66)


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



(c)
Now complete the above table with the rest of the words you underlined or marked while reading.
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 PROS AND CONS OF AWARDING THE NOBEL PRIZE TO DYLAN
The text refers to a ‘debate’ which is going on. This debate is about the question ‘do song lyrics have the same artistic value as poetry or novels’ (line 6-7)?
There are two ‘camps’: people who say: YES, song lyrics are literature as well and have the same value, and people who say: NO, song lyrics belong to a different category.
(a) Now go back to the text and try to find arguments for (‘pros’) and against (‘cons’) awarding the Nobel literature prize to Bob Dylan. Fill them in in the chart on the following page.
	PROS
	CONS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(b) Could you add one or two arguments of your own for (not) giving the prize to Bob Dylan? Write your argument(s) in the empty spaces in the chart.
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 ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1. This text contains a number of so-called cognates. Cognates are words which look the same in many languages and have the same meaning. For example: the English word discussion. In French it is spelled exactly the same, in Spanish it is discusión, in Italian discussione, in Portugese discussão and in German Diskussion.
Now select at least five of these cognates from this text: words which are spelled exactly or almost exactly the same in your own language as in English. And which have the same meaning.

	English word from the text
	The synonym in your own language which looks (almost) the same

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. In 1988 Bob Dylan started his ‘Never Ending Tour’ (line 18). What does this mean?

____________________________________________________________________
3. ‘Needless to say…’ (line 19). What does this expression mean?
A
in a certain way
B
not necessary to say

C
to say it very sharply

D
very important to say

4. ‘Your sons and your daughters / are beyond your command’ (line 36-37) are two lines from the famous song The Times They Are a-Changin’. What does Dylan want to say with these lines?
____________________________________________________________________

5. Why, actually, does the author of the Newswise text quote a verse from this song?
____________________________________________________________________

6. Giving the Nobel prize for literature to Bob Dylan would be the same as giving the prize to ‘Obama for not being Bush’ (line 50-52), according to young writers. What do these young writers want to say by this?
____________________________________________________________________

7. Why does the author call Bob Dylan ‘an unusual Nobel prize winner’ (line 67-68)?
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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 LAY LADY LAY
Bob Dylan has written some magnificent songs. Young and old will agree on that.
In the last exercise of this Newswise issue your are going to listen to one of Dylan’s songs, entitled Lay Lady Lay (1969), and write the text down. Not all the text – we have given you some help!
  Bob Dylan – Lay Lady Layy   
Lay lady lay
Lay across my big brass bed
Lay lady lay
Lay across my ___________________________________________________________
Whatever colors  _________________________________________________________
I show them to you _______________________________________________________
Lay lady lay
Lay  ___________________________________________________________________
Stay lady stay
Stay with your man  ______________________________________________________
Until  __________________________________________________________________
Let me see you __________________________________________________________
His clothes are dirty but his, ________________________________________________
And you are the best thing _________________________________________________
Stay lady stay
Stay with _______________________________________________________________
Why wait any longer ______________________________________________________
You can have your cake  ___________________________________________________
Why wait any longer ______________________________________________________
When he's standing _______________________________________________________
Lay lady lay
Lay  ___________________________________________________________________
Stay lady stay
Stay while the night is _____________________________________________________
I long to see you _________________________________________________________
I long to reach for you  ____________________________________________________
Stay lady stay
Stay while ______________________________________________________________
From the Album: Nashville Skyline (1969)

Lyrics: Bob Dylan
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