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 READ THE TEXT AND CLARIFY
1.
You are going to read a text titled California Burning. Discuss in a group:
(a) Based on this title, do you have any idea what this text is about?

(b) Now, look at the title, the headings and the picture. Can you predict the subject of the text?
(c) What have you already heard, read or seen about this subject?
2.
Read the explanation. 
	When you read a text, you probably do not know the meaning of all the words?
There are some strategies to clarify the meaning of unknown words. Here is what the Step-by-Step Reading Guide tells us about the reading strategy clarifying:

What can you do when you read a word you don’t understand?

First of all, ask yourself: Is this word important for me to understand the text? 

If the answer is ‘No’, you can read on. If the answer is ‘Yes’, you can:

· Read part of the text again: you may find a word that means the same or the opposite. Or you may find an explanation of that word.

· Look at the picture: maybe it has something to do with the word.

· Look at the word: sometimes you already know part of the word, for example from your own language.

· Look it up in a dictionary or ask someone the meaning of the word. This is the last step. Try to clarify the word first! Looking up all the unknown words in the text takes a lot of time, time you often don’t have.
Remember to always check if the meaning is correct in the sentence! 


3. Read the text together with other classmates. While reading, underline or mark all the words you don’t know. You are going to look up a number of these words after reading the text.
4. (a)
Now look at the table on the next page. It contains a number of words from the text you might not know. You may have underlined or marked a number of them!
· Do you already know the word? Write 1 in the second column.
· Do you think you can find the meaning from the word form? Write 2.
· Do you think the context can help you find the meaning? Write 3.
· Will you need to use a dictionary? Write 4.

(b)
In the third column, you give your definition of the word, based on your own and your classmates knowledge, the word form and/or the context. Or, if none of these methods work, you give a proper dictionary definition.
	word
	1 to 4
	meaning

	at present (line 2)


	
	

	to picture (line 4)

	
	

	the inhabitant
(line 11)
	
	

	the wildfire (line 14)

	
	

	to be unaccounted for (line 16)
	
	

	to wipe off the map (lines 19-20)
	
	

	devastating (line 21)

	
	

	the property (line 23)

	
	

	driven by (line 30)


	
	

	the catastrophe 
(line 35)
	
	

	obvious (line 41)


	
	

	the drought (43)

	
	

	slight (line 49)

	
	

	on purpose (line 56)

	
	

	to prevent (line 67)

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



(c)
Now complete the table above with four of the words you underlined or marked while reading.
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 PROBLEM – CAUSE - SOLUTION
The text gives you information about a devastating wildfire in North California. What are the causes of this wildfire and what is the solution? Use the information from the text and think of your own solutions as well.
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 ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1.
Read the text under Wildfires (lines 13-23). Which two wildfires are mentioned and where do they occur?

___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

2.
California has two fire seasons (line 26). When is the first fire season and why is it less deadly than the second fire season? 


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

3.
Read the text under Key to wildfires (lines 36-49). Name two reasons that caused the wildfire in Paradise to be so devastating.


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

4.
Explain how fire suppression also causes fires (lines 54-55)?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

5. Explain what is ironic about the name of the town that has been wiped off the map by the wildfire ‘Camp fire’. 
___________________________________________________________________
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 MALIBU CELEBRITIES
The text mostly describes the wildfire in North California. The other wildfire, the Woolsey Fire, has ruined the homes of famous people (celebrities) in the town of Malibu in South California, or theathens to ruin them.

1. Search the internet for information on this wildfire. For example on: https://www.cosmopolitan.com/entertainment/a24931056/celebrity-homes-affected-california-fire/. 
2. Name at least three celebrities whose houses were destroyed or are threatened by the fire.
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
3. What are these people famous for?
___________________________________________________________________

4. What medium did they use to tell the world about their burned houses (e.g., Twitter, YouTube)?
___________________________________________________________________

5. Write a short message back to one of the celebrities expressing how sorry you are for them and to wish them well.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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